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For Immediate Release:
SOUTHWINDS, INC HAS ITS FIRST WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VAN
Pittsburgh, PA, 2009 – Southwinds, Inc. is proud to announce that in April we acquired a blue 2008 pre-owned Dodge Grand Caravan that will be converted into our first Wheelchair Accessible Van.  The funds used to purchase this van were raised from an anonymous donor, our winter mail campaign and our 2008 charity golf outing.  

As our population is aging and becoming more medically fragile, the additional of this van becomes an essential part our plan to provide complete life care to all of our individuals.  David is just one of Southwinds’ individuals that remain young at heart but in December it became too difficult to physically lift him into a regular vehicle. Because of his medical challenges as well as Southwinds’ transportation challenges it prevented him from attending his day program or any of Southwinds’ gatherings. The positive affects of the addition of this van can be seen on David’s face because he was able to attend Southwinds’ Annual Easter party with all of his roommates. 
The van conversion is being done by Keystone Coach Works.  It will have a side entry manual ramp, which will fold down on the street or curb.  The whole floor, from front to back will be lowered meeting the ADA requirement for head room for someone in a wheelchair.  The van will hold a capacity of two wheelchairs--one in the front passenger area (the front bucket seat for an able-bodied person can be removed) and one in the middle section (the normal bench seat in this area will be completely removed).  A maximum of three able-bodied people can sit in the third row bench seat.  

It is Southwinds’ goal to eliminate its transportation gaps within the organization by adding a second wheelchair accessible van this year.
Thank you to all of our supporters for continuing to help us to break down the barriers and isolation faced by adults with intellectual and developmental challenges.
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