[image: image1.jpg]



For Immediate Release:
SOUTHWINDS, INC MOVING IN A NEW DIRECTION
Pittsburgh, PA, 2008 – Beginning October 1, Southwinds, Inc., a premier non-profit organization that provides quality residential care and life skills training to individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities living in the South Hills area of Allegheny County, changes its logo, its future and the location of its administrative office to better serve our individuals and the community in which those individuals reside.  
Twenty five years ago, group homes in Allegheny County were few and even rarer in the South Hills area.  Realistically, families knew deep down that institutionalization in a state-run center would likely be the eventual future for their developmentally disabled children.  But they, having been the same generation that fought hard and won the right to a public education for their children, were not about to accept that inevitability lying down.  As members of the Parent-to-Parent support group, they shared their fears, and began to talk about a dream.  The dream--a private agency, founded by parents and staffed by professionals who would value the knowledge and insight that parents and families could provide.  The dream — nice homes in nice communities, where their children could live their adult lives.  The dream — peace of mind that someone would always take care of this child, would always keep them safe, healthy, and above all happy. So they talked and they argued, they planned and they schemed, and finally the dream evolved into reality – Southwinds, the vision of the fifteen parents, and the answer to the prayers of many more parents and families who followed.

“So here we are, 25 years later, having survived tremendous turmoil in the system, and having survived tremendous change in the agency started so long ago by the parents.  And yet — are things really that different?” said Stacey Kubala, Executive Director of Southwinds, Inc.  “Participation and input from parents and families are still a critical component of success for the agency.  Nice homes in home nice communities where good staff cares for individuals in times of illness and when old age sets in as if they were their own family.  These are the values upon which Southwinds was founded, and these are the values that have survived through the years.  Sure, Southwinds is bigger now and to some extent bigger agencies are forced to behave more like businesses.  But Southwinds will never be just a business — it will always be the dream and vision of a founding group of parents who knew what was best and acted upon that knowledge.”
Looking into our crystal ball, the future appears bright for Southwinds as we continue to embark on our quest to build several completely handicap accessible homes so our oldest and most medically fragile individuals can continue to live in comfortable surroundings for the rest of their days.  This dream and the many others that Southwinds’ continues to have may be realty soon…stayed tuned! 
Southwinds’ administrative office has moved to a new location – Scott Towne Center, 2101 Greentree Road, Suite A-201, Pittsburgh, PA 15220.  Visit www.southindsinc.org to learn more about Southwinds, Inc.
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