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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
WHERE IN THE SOUTH HILLS IS RAYMOND?
A story of the man who has been waving all of his life.

Pittsburgh, PA, 2009 – Have you ever driven on 885, coming up from Hays, between 1962 and 1999?  Have you ever wondered what happened to the strapping young fellow that used to stand outside of the red brick house with white siding on 885? The guy that stood outside everyday and waved as the cars, trucks and buses passed him by?  Well…that guy, Raymond “Ray” is alive and doing very well.
First here is a little background about the man that everyone knew from 885.  Raymond was born perfectly normal but when he was two weeks old he contracted a high fever and meningitis thus causing his developmental disability.  There was never a question in his family’s mind that he was going home where he would receive the love and nurturing he needed as he grew up.  Even though he was non-verbal and had a hearing impairment, he created his own sign language so there was no communication barrier.   

He lived a very fulfilling life at home.  His mother knew he deserved the rich rewards that life had to offer including going to work.  One day she wrote the Governor, at that time, telling him all about Ray and her desire for him to learn a trade from working.  She made enough waves and got her boy a job at a day program with Achieva, formerly Parcway Industries.  Ray has been working at Achieva in some capacity since 1971. 

After the passing of his mother in 1999, he went to live with his sister, Pat, but like all family members of a developmentally disabled adult they worried about the question, “what if something happens to me?”  In April of 2000 Raymond came to live in his Southwinds’ home in Castle Shannon.  Pat knew this was the right place for Raymond when he walked in the door and took his coat off – this was home.  

Today, Ray is 64 years old.  He has worn a path in the front yard of his home because he continues to stand out front and wave to the passer-bys.  Still today people stop Pat and ask “Is that the guy from 885?” 

Southwinds’ group homes are an extraordinary place where the years of isolation and barriers disappear creating an environment where learning is always taking place.  Everyday amazing things happen because of the efforts of positive staff and the efforts of the extraordinary individuals.  

Raymond’s life is a constant reminder that no matter the disability, everyone deserves to live a happy and normal life in their own home.  We hope that this story has answered your question “Where in the South Hills is Raymond?”  We hope that it has filled your heart with joy.  But most importantly we hope it makes you believe in the power of a person with a developmental disability living in a place they can call home.  
About Southwinds, Inc.:
Southwinds, Inc. is a non-profit organization that provides quality residential care and life skills training to individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities living in Allegheny County.  It is a place to call home. 
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